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TEXT  

John 11:1-53
The Death of Lazarus
 1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary 

and her sister Martha. 2It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and 
wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent to 
him, saying, "Lord, he whom you love is ill." 4But when Jesus heard it he said,  
"This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of 
God may be glorified through it."   5Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 
Lazarus. 6So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in 
the place where he was. 7Then after this he said to the disciples,  "Let us go to 
Judea again." 8The disciples said to him, "Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking 
to stone you, and are you going there again?" 9Jesus answered, "Are there not 
twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because 
he sees the light of this world. 10But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, 
because the light is not in him." 11After saying these things, he said to them, 
"Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him." 12The disciples 
said to him, "Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover." 13Now Jesus had 
spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. 14Then 
Jesus told them plainly, "Lazarus has died, 15and for your sake I am glad that I 
was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him." 16So Thomas, 
called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die with 
him."
I Am the Resurrection and the Life
17Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 
four days. 18Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19and many of 
the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 
20So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary 
remained seated in the house. 21Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that whatever you 
ask from God, God will give you." 23Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise 
again." 24Martha said to him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection 
on the last day." 25Jesus said to her,  "I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever 
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26and everyone who lives and 
believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?" 27She said to him, "Yes, 
Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the 
world."  Jesus Weeps
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 28When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in 
private, "The Teacher is here and is calling for you." 29And when she 
heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come 
into the village, but was still in the place where Martha had met him. 
31When the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw 
Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she was 
going to the tomb to weep there. 32Now when Mary came to where Jesus 
was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, "Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died." 33When Jesus saw her weeping, 
and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved 
in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34And he said, "Where have you laid 
him?" They said to him, "Lord, come and see." 35Jesus wept. 36So the 
Jews said, "See how he loved him!" 37But some of them said, "Could not 
he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from 
dying?"

Jesus Raises Lazarus
 38Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 
lay against it. 39Jesus said, "Take away the stone." Martha, the sister of the dead 
man, said to him, "Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead 
four days." 40Jesus said to her,  "Did I not tell you that if you believed you would 
see the glory of God?" 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his 
eyes and said, "Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42I knew that you 
always hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around, that 
they may believe that you sent me." 43When he had said these things, he cried 
out with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out." 44The man who had died came out, 
his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. 
Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and let him go."
The Plot to Kill Jesus
 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he 
did, believed in him, 46but some of them went to the Pharisees and told them 
what Jesus had done. 47So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the 
Council and said, "What are we to do? For this man performs many signs. 48If 
we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will 
come and take away both our place and our nation." 49But one of them, 
Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, "You know nothing at all. 
50Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one man should die for the 
people, not that the whole nation should perish." 51He did not say this of his own 
accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the 
nation, 52and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children of 
God who are scattered abroad. 53So from that day on they made plans to put him 
to death.

In	  his	  book,	  A	  Gentle	  Thunder,	  Max	  Lucado	  says	  that	  when	  he	  was	  a	  boy	  
he	  hated	  to	  get	  the	  flu.	  It	  hurt.	  And	  his	  mother	  was	  a	  nurse.	  Since	  she	  was 	  
a	  nurse,	  she	  knew	  that	  the	  fastest	  way	  to	  get	  rid	  of	  the	  flu	  was	  with	  a	  
needle…in	  one’s	  boAom.	  So,	  when	  he	  got	  sick,	  she	  would	  tell	  him	  to	  go	  
get	  the	  medicine.	  And	  he	  would	  come	  back	  with	  an	  armful	  of	  stuff:	  
aspirin,	  Pepto	  Bismol,	  ear	  drops,	  nose	  drops,	  ankle	  wraps,	  everything	  but	  
the	  penicillin.	  And	  his	  mother	  would	  always	  say,	  “Now,	  you	  know	  beAer.”	  
Then	  she	  would	  go	  and	  prepare	  a	  syringe,	  and,	  instead	  of	  geLng	  a	  
Luden’s	  cough	  drop,	  Max	  would	  get	  a	  needle	  in	  his	  boAom.
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When	  we	  get	  the	  flu,	  when	  adversity	  comes	  into	  our	  lives,	  how	  do	  we	  
respond?	  We	  bring	  to	  God	  an	  armful	  of	  our	  own	  ideas	  as	  to	  what	  He	  
should	  do	  about	  it.	  We	  want	  Him	  to	  choose	  one	  of	  our	  preferences,	  
anything	  except	  what	  would	  be	  painful.	  “SomeQmes	  our	  prayers	  are	  
answered	  almost	  immediately.	  SomeQmes	  the	  answer	  is	  long	  in	  coming.	  
And	  someQmes	  the	  answer	  we	  want	  does	  not	  come.”(Hoehner)	  Instead,	  
we	  get	  the	  needle.	  The	  adversity	  brings	  us	  pain,	  and	  our	  faith	  is	  put	  to	  the 	  
test.	  

Adversity	  had	  come	  to	  the	  home	  of	  Martha	  and	  Mary.	  Their	  brother	  
Lazarus	  had	  fallen	  ill.	  They	  sent	  a	  personal	  message	  to	  Jesus:	  “The	  one	  
You	  love	  is	  sick.”	  Those	  same	  words	  would	  be	  appropriate	  in	  our	  
prayers.	  “Lord,	  the	  one	  You	  love	  is	  sick.”	  Martha	  and	  Mary	  were	  
counQng	  on	  Jesus	  to	  come	  to	  Bethany	  and	  heal	  this	  one	  whom	  He	  
loved.	  That	  was	  the	  answer	  to	  their	  prayer.	  But	  the	  answer	  that	  they	  
wanted	  did	  not	  come.	  	  Instead,	  they	  got	  the	  needle.	  Jesus	  did	  not	  come	  
to	  be	  by	  their	  side	  at	  Lazarus’	  sickbed.	  They	  watched	  their	  brother	  die.	  
They	  went	  through	  the	  painful	  process	  of	  burying	  him.	  Their	  faith	  in	  
Jesus	  was	  put	  to	  the	  test.

The	  situaQon	  had	  spiraled	  out	  of	  control.	  When	  adversity	  comes,	  and	  the	  
answer	  we	  want	  does	  not	  come,	  we	  feel	  that	  things	  are	  out	  of	  control.	  
How	  do	  we	  know	  that’s	  what	  we	  feel?	  Well,	  we	  start	  placing	  blame.	  Like	  
Martha	  did.	  When	  Jesus	  finally	  did	  arrive	  in	  Bethany,	  Martha	  came	  out	  to	  
meet	  Him	  and	  said,	  “Jesus,	  if	  You	  had	  been	  here,	  my	  brother	  would	  not	  
have	  died.”	  Placing	  blame	  restores	  some	  sense	  of	  control	  over	  an	  out-‐of-‐
control	  situaQon.

So	  does	  the	  gripping	  of	  habits	  that	  have	  helped	  us	  weather	  adversity	  in	  
the	  past.	  As	  when	  we	  withdraw.	  When	  Martha	  came	  out	  to	  talk	  to	  Jesus,	  
where	  was	  Mary?	  John	  reports	  that	  “Mary	  stayed	  at	  home.”	  Was	  she	  
withdrawing?	  Or,	  we	  may	  live	  in	  denial.	  We	  may	  behave	  as	  if	  the	  answer	  
we	  want	  will	  yet	  come.	  We	  may	  live	  as	  if	  it	  doesn’t	  hurt.	  Or,	  we	  may	  grip	  
the	  boAle.	  Or	  we	  may	  run	  away.	  We	  grip	  those	  habits	  that	  have	  worked	  
for	  us	  in	  the	  past,	  because	  they	  give	  us	  a	  sense	  of	  control.	  We	  grip	  those	  
habits	  in	  Qme	  of	  adversity,	  because	  we	  don’t	  believe	  that	  God	  is	  in	  control 	  
of	  the	  situaQon.	  We	  grip	  those	  habits	  instead	  of	  placing	  ourselves	  in	  the	  
arms	  of	  the	  Lord.	  

A	  pastor	  tells	  about	  a	  Qme	  he	  gripped	  the	  limb	  of	  a	  cherry	  tree.	  “The	  tree	  
was	  in	  his	  backyard,	  and	  it	  was	  the	  place	  he	  could	  go	  to	  get	  away	  from	  
everything.	  It	  had	  a	  limb	  where	  he	  could	  lie	  down	  and	  read	  or	  think	  or	  be	  
alone.	  His	  parents	  didn’t	  know	  about	  his	  hiding	  place,	  or,	  at	  least,	  he	  
thought	  they	  didn’t.	  SomeQmes,	  his	  daddy	  would	  come	  out	  and	  call	  for	  
him,	  but	  his	  daddy	  couldn’t	  see	  him	  up	  in	  the	  tree.	  Then,	  one	  day	  while	  
he	  was	  up	  in	  that	  tree	  a	  storm	  came.	  The	  wind	  whipped	  through	  the	  tree	  
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with	  such	  force	  that	  it	  ripped	  the	  book	  from	  his	  hands	  and	  nearly	  threw	  
him	  off	  of	  the	  limb.	  He	  locked	  his	  arms	  around	  it	  and	  hung	  on.	  He	  tried	  to	  
wind	  his	  legs	  around	  it,	  but	  the	  wind	  was	  too	  strong.	  The	  tree	  was	  
wallowing	  in	  the	  wind	  like	  huge	  waves	  on	  the	  ocean.	  

So	  he	  started	  to	  call	  out,	  “Daddyyyyyyyyyy!”	  And	  there	  he	  was.	  His	  dad	  
came	  right	  over	  to	  the	  tree	  and	  saw	  him.	  He	  felt	  so	  relieved,	  because	  he	  
just	  took	  it	  for	  granted	  that	  his	  dad	  would	  climb	  right	  up	  the	  tree	  to	  get	  
him.	  But	  his	  dad	  didn’t	  do	  that.	  Instead,	  he	  came	  to	  a	  spot	  right	  below	  his	  
son,	  li]ed	  his	  arms	  and	  shouted,	  “Jump!”	  “What?”	  “Jump,	  I’ll	  catch	  you.”	  
Jump?	  His	  father	  was	  six	  or	  seven	  miles	  below	  him,	  waving	  skinny	  arms,	  
and	  telling	  him	  to	  jump?	  Was	  he	  crazy?	  But	  the	  limb	  began	  to	  crack.	  The	  
wood	  whined	  and	  splintered	  and	  sank,	  and	  so	  did	  he.	  He	  admits	  that	  he	  
did	  not	  jump.	  He	  fell.	  But	  his	  father	  caught	  him.”	  (Mourning	  into	  Dancing	  
by	  Walt	  Wangerin)	  

When	  the	  storm	  of	  adversity	  comes	  and	  our	  world	  is	  shaken,	  it’s	  our	  
nature	  to	  hold	  on	  Qghter.	  We	  call	  out	  to	  our	  Father	  for	  help,	  but	  when	  the 	  
answer	  we	  want	  doesn’t	  come,	  when	  we	  get	  the	  needle	  instead,	  we	  grab	  
on	  all	  the	  Qghter.	  Gripping	  the	  habits	  that	  have	  helped	  us	  weather	  
adversity	  in	  the	  past,	  repeaQng	  them,	  believing	  in	  them	  instead	  of	  
believing	  in	  God.	  Gripping	  them	  instead	  of	  placing	  ourselves	  in	  God’s	  
arms.	  But	  always,	  God	  is	  present.	  He	  has	  always	  been	  present.	  At	  the	  
Qme,	  the	  situaQon	  looks	  out	  of	  control.	  At	  the	  Qme	  we	  cannot	  see,	  cannot	  
guess	  how	  God	  is	  present	  in	  the	  situaQon.	  But	  He	  is	  present,	  and	  it	  is	  He	  
who	  says,	  “Jump.”	  (Wangerin)

Believe.	  Have	  faith.	  

He	  is	  working	  things	  out	  for	  the	  glory	  of	  God.	  And	  the	  glory	  of	  God	  is	  that	  
we	  have	  eternal	  life	  by	  faith.	  So,	  it	  was	  for	  the	  glory	  of	  God,	  it	  was	  for	  
eternal	  life	  by	  faith	  for	  Martha	  and	  Mary	  and	  the	  disciples	  that	  they	  did	  
not	  get	  the	  answer	  to	  prayer	  that	  they	  wanted.	  

They	  got	  the	  needle.	  Lazarus	  died.	  

God	  had	  a	  different	  plan,	  a	  different	  answer,	  one	  that	  would	  give	  Him	  
glory	  by	  tesQng	  their	  faith	  and	  by	  strengthening	  their	  faith	  by	  the	  
outcome	  they	  were	  given.	  

An	  outcome	  they	  could	  not	  have	  foreseen.	  An	  outcome	  they	  would	  not	  
have	  dared	  to	  ask	  for.	  An	  outcome	  designed	  to	  bring	  God	  glory	  by	  
bolstering	  their	  faith	  in	  Jesus.	  
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As	  good	  an	  outcome	  as	  penicillin	  is	  for	  the	  flu,	  if	  not	  a	  whole	  lot	  beAer.	  As 	  
Jesus	  said,	  “This	  sickness	  of	  Lazarus	  will	  not	  get	  the	  last	  word.	  No,	  it	  is	  
for	  God’s	  glory	  so	  that	  God’s	  Son	  may	  be	  glorified	  through	  it…	  Our	  friend	  
Lazarus	  has	  fallen	  asleep,	  but	  I	  am	  going	  there	  to	  wake	  him	  up…	  For	  
your	  sake	  I	  am	  glad	  I	  was	  not	  there,	  so	  that	  you	  may	  believe…	  Did	  I	  not	  
tell	  you	  that	  if	  you	  believed	  you	  would	  see	  the	  glory	  of	  God…	  Father,	  I	  
said	  this	  for	  the	  sake	  of	  the	  people	  standing	  here,	  that	  they	  may	  believe	  
that	  You	  sent	  Me.”

	  And	  Jesus’	  raising	  of	  Lazarus	  from	  death	  did	  strengthen	  their	  faith	  in	  
Him.

The	  outcomes	  to	  our	  prayers	  may	  not	  always	  strengthen	  our	  faith.	  We	  
may	  return	  to	  old	  habits	  of	  coping	  and	  we	  may	  fall.	  

If	  we	  do,	  God	  is	  present	  and	  will	  catch	  us.	  With	  outstretched	  arms.	  When	  
the	  religious	  leaders	  responded	  to	  the	  raising	  of	  Lazarus	  as	  if	  it	  were	  
adversity;	  when	  they	  responded	  by	  saying	  it	  would	  be	  beAer	  for	  one	  Man	  
to	  die	  than	  for	  the	  whole	  naQon	  to	  perish,	  this	  too	  was	  for	  the	  glory	  of	  
God.	  Because	  it	  was	  for	  our	  salvaQon,	  our	  eternity.	  It	  was	  for	  puLng	  a	  
promise	  in	  our	  BapQsm.	  In	  our	  Lazarus-‐like	  resurrecQon	  to	  newness	  of	  life 	  
through	  water	  and	  the	  Word,	  we	  are	  promised	  God’s	  saving	  presence	  in	  
our	  life	  to	  bring	  us	  to	  the	  life	  to	  come.	  Now,	  that’s	  something	  worth	  
holding	  on	  to.
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